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Rotogravure Entertainment & banished? productions co-present 

M Y  C OM I C  V A L E N T I N E :   
 

A Comic Book for the Stage 
 
 

(Washington, DC) banished? productions joins forces with Rotogravure Enter tainment to 
present a limited performance of My Comic Valentine, a selection of romance comics from the 1950s 
adapted for the stage. Cuddle up with your favorite guy or doll (or find one at the theatre!) and 
discover the saucy kitsch of these four-color-printed comics rendered live in all their Golden Age glory! 

 
The landscape of Americana is littered with rich detritus and kitsch, and comic books - for all 

their current chic - werenÕt considered much more than trash until about twenty years ago. Before the 
establishment of the Comics Code Authority in 1953 (the first self-censorship campaigns by any 
American entertainment industry) publishers presented stories of a more mature nature, bending genres 
and breaking taboos.  In this ÒGolden Age of Comics,Ó the market was dominated by a type almost 
forgotten by contemporary readers: the romance comic.  Running anywhere from thirty to sixty 
pages or more, these comics were divided into several individual stories and contained letters, advice 
columns and advertisements that shine a light on the values, moral prerogatives and fantasies of a 
generation more than fifty years past. 
 

ÒFor me, this project is an opportunity to reach back in time and touch the generation of my 
grandparents,Ó shares Rotogravure Enter tainment director and producer Lane Pianta. ÒThese 
stories belong to them, and these comic books affirm certain commonalities between their generation 
and ours: the search for companionship, the awakening of sexual identity, the importance of finding 
true love. The production also examines some of the distinctions between a time misunderstood for its 
conservative views on sexuality and todayÕs era of unprecedented hyper-sexualization.Ó 

 
ÒThe challenge is not only in translating something two-dimensional to the stage, but also 

translating the relevant social commentary in an irresistibly fun way,Ó adds Carmen C. Wong of 
banished? productions, who directs two of the featured stories. ÒWe want to retain that 
melodramatic flavor and delicious humor, and find a way to celebrate the excitement of a first-date kiss. 
And then make it full sensory experience with chocolates and champagne on ValentineÕs Day!Ó 
 

Mining the rich resource of 1950s romance comics to present a living comic book on the stage, 
My Comic Valentine will enact the stories, advertisements and letters columns from an assortment of 
Golden Age publications such as Darling Love, Love Diary, First Love and Confessions of Love. 
Working from original or re-printed publications, the show brings these stories to life while remaining 
as true to the source material as possible using scenic framing devices, tableaus, video and painting 
techniques to emulate the look of four color printing, which is synonymous with comic books. 

 
*** MORE***  



 
25% of profits from My Comic Valentine will be donated to the Hero Init iative, the first-ever 

federally chartered not-for-profit corporation dedicated strictly to helping comic book veterans in need. 
Hero Init iative creates a financial safety net for yesterdaysÕ creators who may need emergency 
medical aid, financial support for essentials of life, and an avenue back into paying work.  Producers 
Lane Pianta and Carmen Wong hope that this will help raise awareness about the comic book artists, 
and give us all a chance to give back something to the people who have given us so much enjoyment. 
 

My Comic Valentine runs February 11-15, 2009 at THE SHOP at Fort Fringe, 610 L St NW, 
Washington, DC.  Per formance times are 8pm (Wed, Thu, Fr i &  Sat), 10pm (Fr i &  Sat) with a 
Sunday matinee at 3pm. Tickets are $15 available online at www.capitalfringe.org OR at the door one 
hour  pr ior  to scheduled per formance times (at the door payment accepted in cash or check).  

 
 

 
 
 

 
                                     PAY-WHAT-YOU-CAN PREVIEW &  SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
 

¥ Wednesday, February 11 @ 8pm: Join us for a Pay-What-You-Can Preview of My Comic Valentine.  
 
¥ Friday, February 13, following the 10pm show: LimelightÕs on you! Share a story of when youÕve ever 

been ÒUnlucky in LoveÓ at our Open-Mic Session featuring vivianne a. njoku and Joseph M. Pri ce. 
Suggested min. donation $10, includes beer and commiseration. 

 
¥ Saturday, February 14, following the 10pm show: Sip on champagne and murmur sweet nothings with 

the cast & crew at our intimate ValentineÕs Day Soiree. Aphrodisiacal chocolates and strawberries 
provided. Suggested min. donation $10. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For  more informationÉ  
Lane Pianta Ð Press Contact 

press@banishedproductions.org or  (tel) 443-803-1163 
Website: banishedproductions.org/comicvalentine 
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FACT SHEET___________________________________________________________________                                                                                                                  
 

My Comic Valentine: A Comic Book for the Stage 
Adapted for the stage &  directed by Lane Pianta &  Carmen Wong 
 
MEDIA CONTACT: Lane Pianta 
E-MAIL: press@banishedproductions.org  
PHONE: 443-803-1163 
 
PERFORMANCE DATES AND TIMES: 
Wednesday, 2/11:  8pm  (Pay What You Can Preview) 
Thursday, 2/12:  8pm  
Friday, 2/13:  8pm &10pm (ÒUnlucky in LoveÓ open mic session following 10pm performance) 
Saturday, 2/14:   8pm & 10pm (ÒSweet NothingsÓ Valentine Soiree following 10pm performance) 
Sunday, 2/15:   3pm  
 
LOCATION: 
THE SHOP at Fort Fringe, 610 L St NW, Washington DC, 20001 
(Corner of 6th & L Sts NW. Entrance on L Street) 
 
TICKETS: 
$15 payable by cash or check at the door, one hour before scheduled performance or online at  
www.capitalfringe.org 
 
METRO:  
Mt. Vernon/Convention Center (Yellow/Green) 
Metrobus: 70, 71, 79, P6, Circulator: Convention Center Route 
 
PERFORMERS: 
Bridget Garwood 
Paul Horan 
Jasmin Johnson 
Chris Keener 
Melissa Krodman 
Jennie Lutz 
Lisa Margarita Nadal 
 
ARTISTIC COLLABORATORS: 
Lane Pianta Ð Director/Producer/Concept 
Carmen Wong Ð Director/Producer 
Levia Lew Ð Lighting Design/Sound Assistance 
Niell DuVal Ð Scenic Assistance/Props/Board Op 
Joseph Price Ð Webmaster/Graphics Assistance 
Glynnis Vance Ð Costume Assistance 
Emmett Williams Ð Video Assistance 
Melissa Krodman Ð Co-Producer/Video Assistance 


